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HISTORY. 


: or 1 
TOM THUM B. 


| T is ſurprizing thing that in an Age ſo Polite 


as this, in which we have ſuch a Number of 


Poets, Criticks and Commentators, ſome of 
the beſt things that are extant in our Language 
ſhould paſs unobſery'd amidſt a Croud of inferiour 
Productions, and lie ſo long buried as it were, a- 
mong thoſe that profeſs ſuch a Readineſs to give 
Life to every thing that is valuable. Indeed we 
have had an Enterpri ſing Genius of late, that has 
thought fit to diſcloſe the Beauties of ſome 
Pieces to the World, that might have been 
otherwiſe e. and believ'd ring 
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| La) 
and inſipid, for no other Reaſon but their 
unpoliſh'd.-Homelineſs of Dreſs. And if we 
were to apply our ſelves, inſtead. of the Claſſicks, 
to the Study of Ballads and other ingenious - 
Compoſures of that Nature, in ſuch Periods of 
our Lives, when we are arriv'd to a Maturity 
of judgment, it is impoſſible - to ſay what Im- 
pr 5 made tg, Wit in general 
ans the Art of Poetry i lob Hay: Add certain 
ly dur Paſſions are deſerib'd in them fo haturally, 
in ſuch lively, tho' ſimple, Colours, that how 
far they may fall fort of the Artfalneſs and Em- 
belliſhmenrs of the Romans in their Way of Wri- 
ting, het cannot fail to pleaſe all ſuch Readers as 
ares not ungualiſ„d for the Entertainment by their 
© Aﬀettation or Ignorance. We” + th 
It was my good Fortune ſome time ago to have 
the Library of a Schodl-Boy committed to my 
Charge, where, among other undiſcover'd valua- 
bi Authors; 1 pitch d upon Tow Thumb and. 
Kkathrif#, Authors indeed more proper 
to adorn the Shelves of Bodley or the Vatican, 
than to be confin'd to the Retirement and Ob- 
ſturlty of a private Study. I have perus'd th 
firſt of theſe with an infinite Pleaſure, and a 
mort than ordinary Application, and have made 
ſome Obſeryitibus on it, which may not, I 
bope prove unacceptable to the Publick 3 and 
however it may have been'ridicaFd, and look'd 
upon as an Entertainment only for Children, 
and thoſe pf younger Years, may be found per- 
haps a Performance not unworthy the Peruſal of 
the Ao merk and the Model ſuperior to either 
of thofe incomparable Poems of Chevy Chaſe, or 
The Children in the Mood. TheDefigu was 8 
© 5 | tc tedly 
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tedly to recommend Virtue, and to ſhew: that 


however any one may labour under the Diſad- 


vantages of Stature or Deformity, or the 
Meanneſs of Parentage, yet if his Mind and 
Actions are above the ordinary Level, thofe' 
very Difadvantages, that ſeem to depreſs him, 
ſhall add a Luſtre to his Character. 

There are Variety of Incidents, diſpersd 
thro' the whole Series of this Hiſtorical Poem, 
that give an agreeable Delight and Surprize, 

aan are ſuch as Virgil himſelf wou'd haue touch'd 
pon, had | the like Story been told by that Divine 
© Poet,viz. His falling into the Pudding-Bowl, and 
others; which ſhew the Courage and Conſtancy, 
the Intrepidity and | Greatneſs of Soul of this 
—_ Hero, amidſt the greateſt Dangers that 
cou'd poſſibly befal him, and which are the | un- 
avoida le um. of n Life - 


Si fratas ear orbis, 
| Impavidum Re HINA. . 


The Author of this was unqueſtionably a Dove 
foa of an Univerſal Genius, and if we conſider 
that the Age he wrote in, muſt be an Age of the 
moſt profound Ignorance, as appears from the 
ſecond Stanza of the firſt Canto, he was a Mi- 
racle of a Man. 

l have conſulted Monſieur Le Clerk, and my 
F riend Dr. B- ), concerning the Chronology of 
this Author, who both aſſure me, tho? neither 


can ſettle the Matter exactly, that he is the 


moſt Ancient of our Poets, and *tis very pro- 
bable, he was a Druid, who, as Julins Ceſar men- 
tions in his Commentaries, us'd to deliver their 

recepts 


bs - 
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Precepts in Poetry and Metre. The Author of 
Tbe Tale of a Tub, believes he was a Pythago- 
rean Philoſopher, and held the Aſetempſichoſis; 
and Others, that he had read Ovid's Metamor- 
proſis, and was the firſt Perſon that ever 
found out the Philoſopher's Stone. A certain 
Antiquary of my Acquaintance, who is willing 
to forget every Thing he ſhould remember, tells 
me, He can ſcarcely believe him *to be Genuine, 
but if he is, he maſt have liv'd ſome time 
before the Barons Wars ; which he proves, as 
he does the Eſtabliſhment of Religion in this 
Nation, upon the Credit of an old Monu- 
ment. | +> To . 
There is another Matter which deſerves to 
be clear'd, whether this is a Fiction, or whe- 
ther there was really ſuch a Perſon as Tom 
Thumb. As to this, my Friends tell me, Twas 
Matter of Fact, and that 'twas an unpardonable 
Omiſſion in a certain Author, never once to men- 
tion him in his Arthur's, when nothing is more cer- 
tain than that he was the greateſt Favourite of 
that Prince, and a Perſon who had perform'd ſome 
very eminent Services for his Country. And 
indeed I can't excuſe his taking no Notice of 
our Poet who has afforded him ſuch Helps, and 
to whom he is ſo much.oblig'd for the Model of 
thoſe © Productions: © Beſides, it had been but a 
Debt of Gratitude, as Sir R Bo—— Was a 
Member of the Faculty, to have made honou- 
rable mention of him who has ſpoke ſo honou- 
rably of the Profeſſion, on the Account of the 
Sickneſs of his Hero. | 
1 have an old Edition of this Author by me, 
the Title of which is more Sonorous and Heroi- 
cal, than thoſe of later Date, which 12 the 
22 | deter 
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better Information of the Reader, it may not be 


improper to inſert in this Place. Tom Thumb 
bis Life and Death, wherein is declar'd his many 
war vellous Acts of Manhood, full of Wonder and 


ſtrange Merriment Then he adds, which little 


Knight liv'd in King Arthur's Time in the Court 
of Great Britain. Indeed there are ſo many 
ſpurious Editions of this Piece upon one Ac- 


count or other, that I wou'd adviſe my Rea- 


ders to be very cautious in their Choice, and it 
would be very wiſely done, if they wou'd con- 
ſult the curious e/Elianus concerning this Matter, 


who has the choiceſt Collection of any Man in 


England, and underſtands the moſt correct Edi- 
tions of Books of this Nature. os 
I have took a great deal of Pains to ſet theſe 
Matters of Importance in as clear a Light as we 
Criticks generally do, and. ſhall begin with the 
firſt Canto, which treats of our Hero's Birth and 
Parentage, and Education, with ſome other 
Circumſtances which you'll find are carry'd on in 
a manner not very inelegant, and cannot fail 
to pleaſe thoſe who are net Juages of Language 

© or thoſe who notwithſtanding they are judges e 
g Language, have a genuine and unprejudic'd Taſt of 
© Nate, © 2s 


a 1 
* 


In Arthur's Court Tom Thumb 45d live, 
A Man of mickle Might, 
The beſt of all the Table round, 
And ele a doubty Knight ; 
In Stature but n in Height, 


» 
Fl 


Or quarter of a Span, 


Then 


C 8] 
"4 | 1 Thenthiok you not tis won ee 
r ee a valiant wap 1 8 7 


| \This Beginning is agreeable kat 
Greek and Latin Poets; Homer and Virgil give 
un Idea of the whole poem in a few: of the 
firſt Lines, and here our Author draws the Cha- 
racter of his Hero, and ſhews what you may 
expect from a Perſon fo well quulify'd for the 
greateſt Undertakings. | 
In the Deſcription. of him, which very ine; 
he inſinuates, that tho there' may be 
ſomething deſpicable an litele in His opt Mer 
Appearance, yet youꝰll find him one of the moſt 
conſummate Bravery and- Conduct, Andi is Ay 
the ſame Account Se abi nor: G 


I 


22 


— infdla per ert, 1 
Major: in exiguo reg nabat corparen Virtus. 10 

Ik any ſuppoſe the Notion of ſuch an Herd 
zmprobabte,they'll find the als ir gives 
Camilla to be as far fl ſtretch d: 3 


INa%el Int act æ an, per — WE” 2 
Gramina, nec teneras curſu læſiſſet Ariſtas: 

Vel mare "per medium, flactu ſuſpenſa tumenti 
Ferret Iter, cileres l Nan RR 


But to proceed, Ty = Þ . vil 
His Father eien baun run e 
His Mother mil i'd the Gow, OY © 
And yet a Way to get a Sor 


Ibis Couple knew not how, 


Until 


WES! 


Until PIE" time the good old” Man 1 (1100 esu 


To learned Merlin #88507 i128 ite, & ehe 19 


And there to him in deep Direſs 

In ſecret Manner ſhows, \. * 
How in his Heart he wiſh. to have; J 
A Child in time to come, 


To be his Heir tho it might le tio dt oT 

No bigger than his Thumb. | nid bas 
Of which old Merlin was  foretold, 1 1119 evg 
That he his Wiſh ſhowd have. 


And ſo a Son of Stature ſmall 8 
The Charmer to him gave. n ; Py 


There is nothing more common throughout 
the Poets of the fineſt Taſte, than to give an 


Account of the rn of their Hero. 80 
Virgil. { | 


—— neas quem Dardanio "na" 
Alma Ver enus Phrygii genuit Simoentis ad undas. 


And the Manner of the Countryman 8 going 
to conſult Merlin, is like that of AÆneass ap- 
3 the Oracle of Delphos. . 


Egreſſ veneramur Apollinis Vrbem. | 


And how naturally and poetically does he de- 
{ſcribe the Modeſty of the Man, who would be 
content if Merlin wou'd grant him his Requeſt, 


with a Son no bigger than his Thumb. 
The Two next Stanza's carry on the 


Idea with a great deal of Probability and Con- 


ſiſtence ; and to convince the World that he 
B | | Was 


7 


„ — — rms ge * — 


Ei 10 1 | 
was born to be „ fbindbing: more than Man, he 
produces a Miracle to dring him ineo ic. 


Begot and PAIR in half Eur, 
To fir his Father: il. : 


The following Stanza cbrelgues: The Mitacle 
and brings the Fairy Queen and her Subjects, who 
gives him his Name, and makes Hint * £ Preſent 
of his Apparel. : 


Whereas ſhe cloathid bins fine nk brave, 
In Garments richly fair, 


The which did ſerve him many Tears 
In ſeemly ſort to wear. *e 


So Virgil of Queen Dido's Preſent to Aﬀeativer? * 

Hoc Juvenem egregium preftanti munere donat. 
And _—_ 

— Cum candida Dido 

Efſe ſui deder at Nonumentum & \phgnus 


Amoris, + 


The Deſcription of his Dreſs is very agree- 
able, and is not unlike what 1 have met with 
ſomewhere of a Giant. going a Fiſhing, with an 


Account of his n «qual to his oper 
tion, 


His Hat aus of @ an Oalen Lai, 
His Shirt a Spiders Web, 


Both light and 7 er theſe his Limb 
That * mY bred: 


N His 


| . 11 } 
His f e and Daublet Thi g 
| 22 i Full 77 21 3 
> His . of an Apts n., 


he out ward Ren "" 
His oe ol were two little Hairs 
piace from his Mathers Eye; 


2/4 His Shoes made of a Mouſe's $ Sh, | 8 10 


And tanu'd moſt curiouſly. 


The next Stanza's relate big e ar- 


ing ſome Analogy to tho! 4 f Ant aud other 
Lads in Virgil?! Nees $ 


Thus, like 4 Ns Gallant, He, . Li; 


Adventures forth to g, 
With other Children in the Street, 

His pretty Tricks to ſhow. - - © 
Una Acies Tuvenum ducit quam Parvus 

Ovantem 


Nomen Avi referens Priamas. F711 


There is a Piece of Revenge. our little Hero 
took upon a Play-fellow, which proves, to what 
an height Mechanical and Experimental Philo- 
ſophy was arriv'd to in that Age, and ma) 
be worth while to be conſidered 4" by the "Roy 
Society. | 


* 172 ” ter 3 A PET 12 
leaſant Game, * 
1 7255 740 os which he Ev) 
Upon 4 bright Sun Beam. 
The third Line is a Demo ration of * 
Antiquity of Drinking out of B ack-Pots, which 


ſtill prevails in moſt Counties of this Nation, 
among the Juſtices of Peace at eie n and 55 


Quarter Seſſions. dnnn | 
B 2 | The 


4 To 
— 
22 A. Cee 4 


_— — 
—— —ñä - 


* 


IL 121 
The laſt four Lines ot this Canto, and the be- 
ginning of the next, contain the miraculous Ad- 
venture of the Pudding-Bowl: And, by the by, 
we may obſerve, That it was the Cuſtom of the 
Chriſtians at that time, to make Hog-Puddings 
inſtead of Minc'd-Pies at Chriſtmas; a laudable 


Cuſtom very probably brought up to diſtinguiſh 


'em more particularly from the Jews. 
* Whereas about a Chriſtmas time, 
is Father an Hog had ld, 
And Tom to ſee the Pudding made, 
Fear that it ſhould be ſpill d; 
He ſat, the Candle for to Light, 
Upon the Pudding-Bowl : © | 
Of which there is unto this Day 
A pretty Paſtime told: 
For Tom fell in———— 


Perhaps ſome may thiak it below our Hero to 
ſtoop to ſuch a mean Employment as the Poet 
has here enjoyn'd him, of holding the Candle, and 
that it looks too much like a Citizen, or a Cot, 
as the Women call it: But if we reflect on the 
Obedience due to Parents, as our Author un- 
doubtedly did, and the Neceſſities thoſe People 
labour'd under, we cannot but admire at his rea- 
dy Compliance with what could by no Means be 
agreeable to the Heroical Bent of his Inclinations, 
and perceive what a tender Regard he had for 
the Wellfare of his Family, when he took the 
ſtricteſt Care imaginable for the Preſervation of 
the Hog-Pndding. And what can be more re- 
markable? What can raiſe the Sentiments of 
Piry and Compaſſion to an higher Pitch; than to 
fee an Hero fall into ſuch an unforeſeen Diſ- 
aſter in the honourable Execution of ROO 
$11 1 & 02 | is 


- Ce 
© This certainly is conformable to the way of Thinking 
© among the Ancient Poets, and what a good-natur'd 
© Reader cannot but be affected with. 


The following Part of this Canto is the Rela- x 


tion of our Hero's being put into a Pudding, 


and convey'd away in a Tinker's Budget; which 


is deſign'd by our Author to prove, sf it is un- 
derſtood literally, That the greateſt Men are ſub- 


jet to Misfortunes. But it is thought by 


Dr. B--tly to be all Mythology, and to contain 
the Doctrine of the Tranſmutation of Metals, 
and is deſign'd to ſhew, that all Matter is the 
ſame, tho? very differently Modified. He tells 
me, he intends to publiſh a diſtin Treatiſe of 
this Canto; and I don't queſtion, but he'll] ma- 
nage the Diſpute with the ſame Learning, Con- 
duct, and good Manners, he has done others; 


and as Dr. Salmon uſes in his Corrections of 


Dr. Sydenham and the Diſpenſatory. 
The next Canto is the Srory of Tom: Thumb's 
being Swallow'd by a Cow, and his Deliverance 


out of her, which, as Mr. T-l-.d affirms, is treated 


of at large by Giordano Bruno in his Spaccio de la 
Beſtia trionſante; which Book, tho' very ſcarce, 
yet a certain Gentleman, who has it in his Poſ- 
ſeſſion, has been ſo obliging as to let every Body 
know where to meet with it. After this, you 
find him carried off by a Raven, and ſwallow'd 
by a Giant; and *tis almoſt the ſame Story as 
that of Ganimede, and the Eagle in Ovid. 


Now by a Raven of great Strength, 
Away poor Tom was born. 


Nec mora : percuſſo mendacibus aere pennis 


Abripit Iliaden | 
| A 
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A certain great Cr:tick and Schoolmaſter, who. 
has publiſh'd ſuch Notes upon Horace as were 
never ſeen before, is of Opinion, and has very 
[ good Authority for what he ſays, that *twas ra- 
= ther an Owl than a Raven; for, as he obſerves, 
with 2 wonderful deal of Penetration and Sagacity, 
our Hero's Shoes were made of a Mouſe's Skin, 
which might induce the Owl to run away with 
him, The Giant, he owns, looks very proba- 
| ble, becauſe we find 'em ſwallowing People very 
| faſt in almoſt all Romances. wo 
Fhis Canto concludes with our Hero's arrival 
at Court; after he had ſpent a conſiderable Part 
of his Youth in Labours and Fatigues, bad been 
inur'd to nothing elſe but Hard ſhips and Adven- 
tures, we ſee him receive the Recompence of his 
Merit, and become the Favourite of his Prince: 
And here we may perceive all the Fineneſs of the 
Gentleman, mixt with all the Reſolution and 1 
Courage of the Warriour: We may behold him 
as ready to oblige the Ladies with a Dance, as 
he was to draw his Sword in their Defence. 


Among ſt the Deeds of Courtſhip done, 
His Highneſs did command, 
That he ſhoud Dance a Galliard brave 
Dypen the Queen's Left Hand. 
| The which be did 


This ſhewsjhe had all the Accompliſhments of 
Achilles, who was undoubtedly one of the beſt Dan- 
cers in the Age hè liv'd, according to the Cha- 
racter Homer gives him ſo frequently of the Agili- 
ty of his Feet. I have conſulted a Maſter of the 
* Profeſſion of Dancing, who is excellently vers'd 
| in the Chronology of all Dances, he tells me _ 

g this 


mmm et r 
97 © IE 


— 1 3 — 2 N _ _ 
* _— — — — 0 1 
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N 
his Galliard came into Vogue about the latter 
End of the Reign of Urer Pendragon, and conti- 
nu'd during that of King Arthur, which is De- 
monſt ration to me, that our Poet liv'd about 
that Age. „ 

It is aſſerted very poſitively in the later Edi- 
tions of this Poem, that the four following Lines 
are a Relation of the King and Tom Thumb's go- 
ing together an Hunting; but I have took inde- 

fatigable Pains to conſult all the Manuſcripts in 
Europe concerning this Matter, and I fd it an 
Interpolation. 1 have alſo an Arabick Copy by 
me, which I got a Friend to tranſlate, being un- 
acquainted with the Language, and it is plain by 
the Tranſlation, that *tis there alſo zzterpolared.. 


Now after that the King wou'd not ? 
Abroad for Pleaſure go, WER 

But ſtill Tom Thumb muſt go with him 
Plac'd on his Saddle Bow. | 


naw Ipſe Uno. graditar comitatus Achate. 


There is ſcarcely any Scene more moving 
than this that follows, and is © ſuch an one as wou d 
have ſhined in Homer or Virgil. When he was 
favour'd with his Prince's Ear, and might have 
ask'd the moſt profitable and important Poſts in 
the Government, and been indemnified if guilty 
of a Peculatus; He only uſed his Intereſt to re- 
lieve the Neceſſities of his Parents, when 'ario- 
ther Perſen wou'd have ſcarcely own'd 'em for 
his Relations, This diſcovers ſuch a'Generoſi- 
ty of Soul, ſuch an Humility in the greateſt Pro- 
ſperity, ſuch a tender Affection for bis Parents, as 
is hardly to be met with, but in our Author. 

| And 


* 
- 
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And being near his Highneſs Heart 
| He crav'd a wealthy Boon, 
A noble Gift, the which the King 
Commanded to be done; 
To relieve his Father's Wants, 
And Mother being old. 


The reſt of this Canto relates the Viſit to his 
Father, in which there is ſomething very ſoft 
and tender,ſomething that may move the Mind of 
© the moſt polite Reader, with the inward Meltings of 
© Humanity and Compaſſion. 5 EE. 

The next Canto of the Tilts and Tourna- 
ments, is much like the Fifth Book of Virgil; 
and tho? we can't ſappoſe our Poet ever ſaw that 
Author, yet we may believe he was directed to 


almoſt the ſame Paſſages, © by the ſame kind of Po- 


© etical Genius, and the ſame Copyings after Nature. 


Now he with Tilts and Tournaments 
Was entertained ſo, | | 
That all the reſt of Arthur's Kniohts 
Did him much Pleaſure ſhow ; 
And good Sir Lancelot of Lake, 
Sir Triſtram, and Sir Guy; 
But none like to Tom Thumb 
For Acts of Chivalry. 


Longeque ante omnia Corpora Niſus 
Emicat — — dil 


And agen, 
Poſt Elymus ſubit, & nunc tertia palma Diores. 


In 


n * 
8 e of which noble Dy, 
And for his Lady's Sake, .. 2 
A Challenge in King Arthur ftr, 
Tom Thumb did bravely mate. 


Talis prima Dares caput altum in wy gli, 
Oſtenditq; hameros latos, allernaq; at 
Brachia portendens, & verberat Iaibus ATA, 
 Queritur haic alius : —U 
Gain ben thoſe noble Knights did run, 
Sir Chion and the reſt, 
But, Mill Tom Thumb with all his Might 
Did bear away the beFt. 


; Et primum ante omnes victorem appellat 


Aceſten. 


| « At the [ans time our Poet ſhews a PALtv OR Par- 
0 . Hality, for his Hero, he repreſents Sir Lancelot after 


4 manner not unbecoming fo bold and brave a 


Knight: 
At laſt Sir Lancelot of Lake, 


In manly ſort came in, 
And with this ſtout and hardy Knight 
A Battleto begin. 


Anuic contra Aneas, ſhecalaras: in agmine Longo 
Obꝛius ireparat —— | 


| Which made the Courtiers all arbaf 
Obſtapuere a nim 


This Canto concludes with the Preſents made 
. 8 the King to the Champion according to the 
8 3 Cauſtom 


— 
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Cuſtom of the Greet, and Romans in ſuch Caſes ; 


only his tumbling thro? the Queen's Ring is ob- 
ſervable, and may ſerve to give ſome Light in- 
to the Original. of that ingenions Exerciſe ſo 
much practis'd by the Moderns, of tumbling 


me ond mans ail Tt 
Ihe laſt Canto treats of the Champion's Sick- 


neſs and Death, and whoever conſiders the Beau- 
ty, Regularity and majeſtic Simplicity of the Re- 
lation, cannot but be ſurpris'd at the Advances 
that may be made in Poetry by the Strength of 
an uncultivated Genius, and may ſee how far 
Nature can proceed without the original 
Helps and Aſſiſtances of Art. The Poet don't 
attribute his Sickneſs to a Debauch, to the Irre- 
gularity or Intemperance of his Life, but to an 
Exerciſe becoming an Hero; and tho” he dies 
quietly in his Bed, he may be ſaid in ſome mea- 
{ure to die in the Bed of Honour. And to ſhew 
the great Affection the King had for him, he 
ſends for his Phyſicians, and orders all the Care 
imaginable to be taken for the Conſervation of 
his Life. | OW” 


He being ſlender and tall, 
This cunning Doctor took 
A fine perſpective Glaſs, with which, 
| He did in Secret look. 


| It is a Wonder that the learned World ſhou'd 
difter ſo in their Opinions concerning the Inven- 
tion and Antiquity of Optic Glaſſes, and that 


any one ſhould contend for Metins of Alcmaer, 


or, as Dr. Plot does, for Fryar Bacon, when, if this 


Author had been'conſulted, Matters might have 
been fo eaſily adjuſted. Some great Men in- 


deed 


deed wou'd prove from hence, our Knight was 


4 


- 


the Inventor of em, that his. Valet might the 
more commodiouſly ſee to dreſs him; but if we 
conſider there were no Beau's in that Ape, or re- 
flect more.maturely on the Epithet here given to 
the Doctor, we may readily conclude, that the 
Honour of this Invention belongs more parti- 
cularly to that ingenious Profeſſion. 


How lovely is the Account of the Departure 


of his Soul from his Body: 


And ſo with Peace and'Quictneſs 
— left the'World below. | | 


Placidaq; demum ibi morte quievit. 


And up into the Fairy Land 
His Soul did fleeting go. 


At, Fthereas repetit mens ignea ſedes. 


Whereas the Fairy Queen receiv d, 
With happy Mourning Cheer, 
The Body of this valiant Knight, 
Whom ſhe eſteem d fo dear; 
For with her dancing Nymphs in Green 
She fetch'd him from his Bed, 
With Muſick and with Melody, 
A. foon as Life was fled. 


——Et fotum gremio Dea tollit in Altos 
Idaliæ Iicog—— wes 


So one of our Modern Poets 
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Thither the Paik ies and 'their Train aſs,” 
And leave their nn and their ——_— Sport. 


We find in all the maſt; celebrated Poets ſome 
Goddeſs that takes upon her to be the peculiar 
Guardian of the Hero, which has been carrieu | 
on very ri in this Author. | 
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But a gen; 


For whom King Arthur and his. Knights, 
Full Forty Days did mourn, .'. 
And in Remembrance of his . 
Who was ſo ſtrangely born, 
He built a Tomb of Marble grey, 
And Year by Year did come, 
To celebrate by Mournful Day, 
And Burial of Tom Thumb, 
Whoſe Fame lives here in England fill 
Among the Country fort, 
Of whom their Wives and Children ſmall, 
Tell Tales of pleaſant Verk. 5 


80 Ovid; 


Ln monumenta mayebiint 
Semper Adoni mei, repetitaq, mortis Imago 
Anuua plangoris peragit- (11 mal am ina Noitri. 


Nor-is this Concluſi on unlike one of the beſt 


Latin Poems this Age has produc'd. 


Tu aft Æternum wives, tua munera Cambri 


Nunc etiam Celebrant, 'quotieſq; revolvitur 
 Anns Te 


(al 
Te memorant, Patrium Gens tota tuetur Ho. 
norem, | wade: ba 


Et cingunt viridi redolentia tempora Porro. 


And now, tho' I am very well ſatisfied with 
this Performance, yet, according to the uſual 
Modeſty of us Authors, I am oblig'd to tell the 
World, it will be 4 great Satisfaction to me, 
knowing my own Inſufficiency, if J have given 
but ſome Hints of the Beauties of this Poem, 
which are capable of being improv'd by thoſe of 
greater Learning and Abilities. And I am glad 
to find by a Letter I have receiv'd from one of 
the Literati in Holland, That the learned Huffius, 
a great Man of our Nation, is about the Tran- 
ſlation of this Piece into Latin Verſe, which he 
aſſures me will be done with a great deal of 
judgment, in caſe he has enough of that Lan- 
guage to furniſh out the Undertaking. I am 
very well Appris'd, That there has been pub- 
liſn'd Two Poems lately, Intituled, The Second 
and Third Parts of this Author; which treat of 


our little Hero's riſing from the Dead in the 


Days of King Edgar: But I am inform'd by my 
Friend the Schoolmaſter, and others, That they 
were compos'd by an Enthuſiaſt in the laſt Cen- 
tury, and have been ſince Printed for the Eſta- 
bliſhmeat of the Doctrine of Monſieur Marion 


and his Followers, and the ReſurreQion of 


Dr. Ems. | 1 | 

I hope no Body will be offended at my 
- aſſerting Things ſo poſitively, ſince ?tis the Pri- 
viledge of us Commentators, who underſtand the 
meaning of an Author Seventeen Hundred Years 
after he has wrote,much better thanever he cou'd 


be ſuppos'd to do himſelf, And certainly, a 


Critick 


Py 


\ 


1934 | 
Critick ought not only to know what his Au- 
thors Thoughts were when he was Writing ſuch 
and ſuch Paſſages, but how thoſe Thoughts came 
into his Head, where he was when he wrote, 
or what he was doing of ; whether he wrote in 
a Garden, a Garret, or a Coach; upon a Lady, 
or a Milkmaid ; whether at that Time he was 
ſcratching his Elbow, drinking a Bottle, or 
playing at Oveſtions and Commands. Theſe are 
material and important Circumſtances ſo well 


known to the True Commentator, that were Vir- 


gil and Horace to reviſit the World at this time, 
they'd be wonderfully ſurpris'd to ſee the mi- 
nuteſt of their Perfections diſcover'd by the 
Aſſiſtances of Modern Criticiſm. Nor have the 
Claſſicks only reap'd Benefit from Inquiries of 
this Nature, but Divinity it ſelf ſeems to be 


render'd more intelligible. 1 know a Divine, 


who; underſtands what St. Paul meant by Higher 
Powers, much better than that Apoſtle cou'd pre- 
tend to do; and another, That can unfold all 
2 Myſteries of the Revelations without Specta- 
cles. SITY + 

I know there are ſome People that caſt an 
Odium on me, and others, for pointing out the 
Beauties of ſuch Authors, as have, they ſay, 
been hitherto unknown, and argue, That 'tis a 
fort of Hereſie in Wit, and is like the fruitleſs 
Endeavours of proving the Apoſtolical Conſti- 


tutions Genuine, that have been indiſputably 


Spur ious for ſo many Ages: But let theſe Gen- 
tlemen conſider, whether they paſs not the ſame 


Judgment on an Author, as a Woman does on a 


Man, by the gayety of his Dreſs, or the gaudy E- 
quipage of his Epithets. And however they may 
call me ſecond-ſig hted, for diſcerning what they 
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are Blind to, I muſt tell them this Poem has nat 
been altogether ſo obſcure, but that the moſt re- 
fin d Writers of this Age have been delighted 


with the reading it. Mr. Tho. D'Urfey, I am 
told, is an Admirer, and Mr. John Dunton has 
been heard to ſay, more than once, Ve had ra- 
© ther be the Author of it than all his Works. pf 
How often, ſays my Author, have I ſeen the 
Tears trickle down the Face of the Pclite Wood- 
wardius upon reading ſome of the moſt patheti- 
cal Encounters of Tom Thumb! How ſoft, how 
muſically ſorrowful was his Voice! How good 
Natur'd, how gentle, how unaffected was the 
Ceremoniale of his Geſture, and how unfit for a 
Profeſſion ſo Mercileſs and Inhumane ! 
| was perſuaded by a Friend to write ſome 
Copies of Verſes and place 'em in the Frontiſ- 
piece of this Poem, in Commendation of my ſelf 
and my Comment, ſuppos'd to be compos'd by 
AG. FT. LM. R. VJ. and ſo forth; to their 
very worthy and honour'd Friend C. D. upon his 
admirable and uſeful Comment on the Hiſtory 
of Tom Thumb; but my Bookſeller told me the 


Trick was ſo common, 'twould not anſwer. 


Then I propos d a Dedication to my Lord ſuch 
an One, or Sir Thomas ſuch an One; but he told 
me the Stock to be rais'd on Dedications was 
ſo ſmall now a Days, and the Diſcount to 
my Lord's Gentleman, Cc. ſo high, that 


*twould not be worth while; beſides, ſays he, 


it is the Opinion of ſome Patrons, that a 
Dinner now and then, with, Sir, I ſhall expect 
to ſee you ſometimes, is a ſuitable Reward for a 
publick Compliment in Print. But if, con- 
tinues my Bookſeller, you have a Mind it 


ſhou'd 
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Fhou'd turn to Advantage, write Treaſon or 
Hereſie, get cenſur'd by the Parliament or Con- 
vocation, and condemn'd to be burnt by the 
Hands of the common Hangman, and you can't 
fail having a Multitude of Readers, by the ſame 
"Reaſon, A notorious Rogue has ſuch a Number of 
Followers to the Gallows, . 
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